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A haunting melody pierces the 
brisk air. It stops and begins again 
as a single long call lifts upward 
and fades into the evening against 
the shadowy backdrop of the 
Garnet Mountain Range.
If only the ears were taking in 
the ethereal cries, one would think 
a pack of wolves were hosting 
a time-honored conference. 
However, if the eyes were 
observing the meeting as well, 
there would be a single difference: 
the howling pack does not consist 
of just wolves.
Twenty-two-year-old Sara 
Newman has been visiting the 
wolves at Wolfkeep Wildlife 
Sanctuary for about two years. 
Through her dedication, she 
formed a bond with the wolves 
that few humans are able to make 
with any wild creature—let alone 
one as feared and misunderstood 
as the wolf.
“I can chime in with the wolves 
when they start to howl,” Newman 
said. “Then when they stop, I 
can get them going again. I love 
being with the wolves; it calms me 
down.”
Carl Bock founded Wolfkeep 
10 years ago. He has dedicated his 
life to fi ghting for the endangered 
wolves and their habitat. Located 
just 16 miles east of Missoula 
on Highway 200, the 10-acre 
enclosure is home to 12 artic and 
gray wolves, as well as seven wolf 
hybrids and a lynx. Bock says he 
believes people like Newman who 
apply “real emotional states” to 
animals get along better with the 
wolves.
“Sara, she’s just a critter,” Bock 
laughed. “She’s got critter in her 
somewhere.” He paused before 
adding, “Around here, that’s a 
compliment.”
Although Bock described 
her as “kind of a tough girl,” 
Newman’s animated green eyes 
and casual manner are anything 
but intimidating. She is the fi rst 
to admit that around animals she 
is “very smoochy.” But, Newman 
said, with wolves there is a certain 
respect that must continually be 
remembered.
“It’s not a 
petting zoo,” 
said Newman, 
a West 
Yellowstone 
native. “Even 
though they’re 
domesticated, 
the wolves are 
defi nitely wild 
animals.”
This fact did not stop Newman 
from giving the wolves nicknames, 
however. Wizzy, the incredibly 
friendly alpha male, is dubbed 
“Wizz Man.” One of her favorite 
wolves, Madison, is known as 
“Maddy.” The list continues, from 
“Heidi Ho” to “Creepy Freya,” a 
mischievous wolf even Newman 
is hesitant around, and who 
anthropology professor and fellow 
Wolfkeep volunteer Garry Kerr 
says he feels sure will nip him 
someday.
“You gotta watch out for 
Freya,” said Kerr. He, along with 
Davidson Honors College Dean 
James McKusick, introduced 
Newman to 
Wolfkeep last 
year as a way 
for her to gain 
honors college 
credit.
Kerr describes 
himself as “two 
and a half or three 
below the top” 
in the wolves’ 
social hierarchy. 
“I’m the food-giver who comes 
and goes,” he says. “Sara might be 
pack member extraordinaire. They 
butt-rub against her and try to look 
as least-fi erce as possible. They’ve 
got her back.”
The wolves’ social behavior 
is as complex as it is fascinating. 
Alpha male Wizzy and alpha 
female Mariah rule the pack. 
Wizzy’s second-in-command, 
Woody, who is also Wizzy’s son, 
is the “enforcer.” Woody’s job 
is to basically control the pack 
members and keep everyone in line. 
According to Kerr, Iroquois and 
Algonquin Indian tribes adopted 
some of their governmental 
hierarchy based on wolves’ social 
structure.
“My belief is that wolves helped 
civilize humans,” Kerr said.
McKusick, who has been 
visiting the wolves for two years 
and sets up student internships 
at Wolfkeep, said that although 
wolves and humans have coexisted 
for centuries, Newman is one of 
the few people who “intuitively 
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• 9:30 a.m. Montana Supreme Court Hearing, University Theatre
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Friends compete in inner tube 
water polo
Big changes are on the way 
for the University of Montana 
campus if Gov. Brian Schweitzer 
has his way. He issued a decree in 
November saying all state agencies 
must reduce energy consumption 
by 20 percent in the next two 
years.
Bob Duringer, UM vice 
president for administration and 
fi nance, is spearheading the effort 
here on campus. Though UM is 
constitutionally autonomous from 
the state and does not function 
like most state agencies, the UM 
administration is committed to 
compliance anyway.
The UM energy bill is around 
$4.7 million per year, said Duringer, 
so a 20 percent reduction would 
reduce costs by about $940,000 
per year. But Duringer said the 
initiative is not all about fi nances.
“In the past all of these kinds of 
projects had an economic payback 
Mark Page
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FOR THE KAIMIN
Republican presidential 
candidate Ron Paul will visit the 
University of Montana on Monday, 
April 21, Paul’s campaign 
confi rmed.
David Hart, state coordinator 
for Paul’s campaign, said Paul 
will speak at the University Center 
Ballroom at 7:30 p.m. The event 
will likely leave time for questions, 
he said.
Though Arizona Sen. John 
McCain has won enough delegates 
to earn the Republican nomination 
for president, Hart said Paul feels 
it’s necessary to give Republican 
voters a choice.
“Dr. Paul is still in the race,” 
Hart said. Hart said he realizes 
Paul will not win the Republican 
nomination, but he still thinks 
people should hear Paul’s message 
of limited government and 
honoring the Constitution.
“He’s a very unique individual, 
kind of a lone wolf in the 
wilderness,” Hart said.
In Montana’s Super Tuesday 
Republican caucus, Paul, a 
congressman from Texas, captured 
the most votes in Missoula County, 
but former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney won the state’s delegates.
     – Kaimin Staff
Student befriends rescued wolves
             Photos courtesy of Gary Kerr
Sara Newman gets up close and personal with wolves at Wolfkeep Wildlife Sanctuary.
Ron Paul
coming
to UM
VP Duringer 
heads energy 
initiative
See ENERGY, page 12
See SANCTUARY, page 12
“
   
She’s got critter in her 
somewhere... Around 
here, that’s a compliment.
”
– Carl Bock,
Wolfkeep founder 
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 Kaimin is a Salish word for messages. 
 The Montana Kaimin, in its 
110th year, is published by the 
students of The University of 
Montana, Missoula. The UM 
School of Journalism uses the 
Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no con-
trol over policy or content. 
Send letters to the editor to 
kaiminletters@umontana.edu 
or drop them off in Anderson 
Hall 208.
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BIG UPS
&Backhands
Q1: How do you feel about the snow today?
Q2: How many seasons do you think there are in Montana, and
         what are they?
• Matt Larcombe
freshman, undeclared
Q1: It didn’t bug me because the snow didn’t accumulate, and it wasn’t that cold.
Q2: There are three: really hot summer, cold winter and undecided.
• Marissa Barnard
freshman, undeclared
Q1: Nonplussed. It does this in Montana.
Q2: Five: fi re season, undecided, fall, winter and six months of transition.
• Leo Brett
freshman, creative writing
Q1: Personally, I think it is bullshit.
Q2: Two: hot and cold.
• Gwen Retterer
freshman, elementary education
Q1:  Oh my Gosh, I am wearing shorts! I just decided to wear bright colors and hope
for better weather.
Q2: Fall, summer-fall, summer, winter, suddenly spring, and so on, probably seven
or eight seasons.
• Rick Lewis
senior, English education
Q1: It’s typical for Montana.
Q2: Too hot and then you never know.
Welcome to Big Ups and Backhands, where, even if we hadn’t 
let that grounder go between our legs at shortstop Wednesday, Team 
Kaimin likely still would have lost its intramural softball game 
(season record: 0-2). 
ASUM business manager candidate José Diaz has to get 
Backhands this week. A grizzled veteran of student government, 
Diaz tried to bill campaign expenditures to his fraternity. Shouldn’t 
someone running for business manager be a little better at 
business?
Big Ups to the news revealed in a study this week that says sex 
is at its best for both parties when it lasts between three and 13 
minutes. Thank God. 
Ron Paul to Missoula? Guess that makes sense, since he won 
the caucus here in February. The barrage of presidential candidates 
– and Paul – has been cool and all, but seriously, Backhands to 
people who still support the Texas congressman and think he can 
win the White House. Forrest Gump has a better shot. 
UM administrators – specifi cally VP Bob Duringer – have 
proposed that UM reduce its energy consumption by 20 percent in 
two years. This may seem a bit dreamy, and probably is. But while 
we love to poke fun at big - wigs, Big Ups to Duringer (who drives 
a big-ass pick-up truck but is presently sitting in his offi ce with the 
lights off struggling to read his Montana Kaimin). 
Big Ups to Elton John. There. We’re done. He’s coming. We 
hope, for the last time. No more memorandums of understanding. 
No more AIDS charities. No more $75,000 promises. No more lame 
jokes about Elton John (we reserve the right to make more, though, 
after something goes terribly wrong this weekend). 
Good news, it ain’t just baseball players. Britain’s top science 
journal released statistics this week that revealed 20 percent of 
scientists take performance-enhancing drugs, mostly stimulants 
that help improve concentration. Backhands to scientists: You’re 
already fl ippin’ scientists and thus considerably smarter than the rest 
of us. You don’t need to rub our faces in it.
Former Montana Sen. Conrad Burns has registered as a lobbyist 
for the American Quarter Horse Association. The lefty media is 
trying to spin this as some anti-animal thing for Burns, since the 
AQHA – as it’s known on the street – advocates the slaughter of 
wild horses. BU&Bh, however, sees it differently. Big Ups to Burns, 
though, the way we see it, wild horses can’t drag him anywhere.
Last week the Blackfoot and Clark Fork rivers breached the 
Milltown Dam. This week, it was the fi sh. A rainbow trout was 
tagged as the fi rst fi sh to cross the dam site in 100 years. Backhands 
to the fi sherman who catches and kills that fi sh. Seriously, he was 
like the Three Billy Goats Gruff: he just wanted to cross to get to the 
grass on the other side.
That’s it for BU&Bh this week. We’re sinking into withdrawals 
since we’re not going to see any presidential candidates this 
weekend.
by Bill Oram
• Tyson Nielson
sophomore, wildlife biology
Q1: It’s all right. I wish the weather would make up its mind about being cold or  
warm.
Q2: There is a pretty good mix of all four seasons.
PLEASERecycle this newspaper
Thursday started out to be a beautiful and promising spring day, but turned into a cold, 
snowy afternoon. Weather in Montana has a mind of its own. So we took it upon ourselves to 
fi nd out what people on the oval think about this weather…
  Games
Montana Kaimin            Friday, April 11, 2008
3
April 4, 7:40 a.m.
A female transient was trying to 
enter the Cascade Country Store, 
which had not opened yet. She 
was seen carrying a pile of clothes 
and a bottle of Febreze. “Well at 
least she probably smells okay,” 
UM Director of Public Safety Jim 
Lemcke said. The woman was 
gone by the time offi cers arrived.
April 4, 12:15 p.m.
A woman received a call on her 
cell phone from a man who claimed 
he was working on a senior thesis 
and needed to take a survey. As he 
rattled off questions to the woman, 
the questions became very personal 
and sexual in nature. Another 
woman reported a similar call on 
the same day. The call came from 
an unlisted number, and offi cers 
could not fi nd the caller’s origin.
April 4, 11:00 p.m.
The night before the Barack 
Obama rally, several students 
were trying to camp out in front of 
the Adams Center in tents. Some 
were told to take their tents down, 
but they were allowed to sleep out 
in their sleeping bags.
“Boy, that’s dedication,” 
Lemcke said.
April 4, 11:39 p.m.
A female transient was sleeping 
in the law school faculty lounge 
when offi cers approached her and 
asked her to leave. She was refused 
a ride and told an offi cer she was 
going to call the FBI on him.
April 5, 12:30 a.m.
A handful of males were 
throwing water balloons between 
Knowles and Jesse Hall. The 
subjects were warned.
April 5, 1:34 a.m.
A female was reportedly trying 
to break into a house on Sixth 
Street. She was identifi ed as the 
same woman who was asked to 
leave the law school lounge earlier 
that night. She was not found by 
police.
April 5, 8:15 a.m.
Someone called to complain 
that pedestrians were blocking 
traffi c Saturday morning. It turns 
out it was a line of people waiting 
to see Barack Obama. The line ran 
all the way from the Adams Center 
to Arthur Avenue.
April 6, 11:27 a.m.
A resident at the University 
Villages reported fi nding fi re ants 
in her apartment. Someone from 
residence life was called to resolve 
the matter.
April 6, 4:49 p.m.
A locked, gated entrance to the 
sweat lodge was found forcibly 
broken. “Somebody looked like 
they just drove right through the 
gate without the inconvenience of 
unlocking it and opening it fi rst,” 
Lemcke said.
April 7, 2:54 p.m.
A man, claiming he had no 
money, was caught stealing a 
Staggering Ox sandwich from 
the University Center Market and 
cited for theft.
April 8, 6:25
An offi cer knocked on a man’s 
door on Cinnabar Drive to handle a 
noise complaint. The man opened 
the door and “just went nuts,” 
yelling and cursing at the offi cer, 
according to Lemcke. No citation 
was issued.
April 9, 1:11 p.m.
Three cymbals were reported 
stolen from the storage room of 
the Music Building, including one 
Zildjian, and two Sabian cymbals. 
Their value totaled about $1,000.
April 10, 10:30 p.m.
Someone reported a suspicious 
person walking around the 
Skaggs Building. When offi cers 
arrived, they found a drunken 
male wandering about. The 
male was charged with an MIP.
April 10, 2:50 a.m.
A Nissan sedan was passing 
cars at a high rate of speed on 
Arthur Avenue. An offi cer pulled 
the car over and began to approach 
the 17-year-old female, who was 
drunk at the wheel. She hit the 
gas and sped four blocks down 
the road. Before the offi cer could 
engage in a pursuit, the girl, who 
had her headlights turned off, ran 
a red light. She crossed Beckwith 
Avenue and crashed into a fi re 
hydrant and light pole, which 
collapsed. She also vomited in 
the patrol car while being taken to 
the police station to be processed. 
She was charged with a DUI and 
released to the custody of her 
parents.
April 10, 5:55 a.m.
A physical disturbance was 
reported at the University Villages. 
A male threatened a female with a 
knife, saying he was going to slit 
her throat. Police arrested the man, 
who now faces a felony charge of 
family/partner assault with the city 
of Missoula.
Citations:
Prameek Kannan, 19, MIP
Ben Martinsen, 23, theft
David Guthridge, 19, MIP
Errol Bear, 40, family/partner
     assault
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An RA called officers to check on the 
welfare of a drunken man in the lobby of 
Jesse Hall. He was cursing and vomiting 
into a trashcan. “Of course he missed the 
can on occasion,” Lemcke said. The man 
was later escorted to the restroom where 
he passed out on the toilet. Officers then 
Police 
Blotter
Liquid lobbers, late-night lefties, lounging lawbreaker
helped him. “We’ve got a glamorous job, don’t we?” 
Lemcke said. The man was a resident of Pantzer Hall, 
which is where he was returned to after being issued 
a Minor in Possession.
www.montanakaimin.comArticles  Multimedia   Video   and more...
For Tim Weiner, the way to 
beat the enemy is not to fi ght, but 
to talk.
In between impressions of 
Richard Nixon and Jimmy Carter, 
Tim Weiner told a packed Urey 
Lecture Hall how the credibility 
of the CIA and the United States 
depends on studying the languages 
and cultures of our enemies.
“We can build all the spy 
satellites we want, but at the end of 
the day, the only way to know your 
enemy is to talk to him,” Weiner 
said.
Weiner, a Pulitzer-prize 
winning reporter for the New York 
Times, spoke as the 2008 Dean 
Stone lecturer. The Dean Stone 
Lecture series started in 1953 in 
honor of chemist-turned-journalist 
Arthur L. Stone, the fi rst dean of 
the University of Montana School 
of Journalism. Stone founded 
the school, which began with a 
collection of borrowed army tents 
set up on the Oval in 1914.
Weiner’s topic, “Can the CIA 
Get it Right?” focused on how 
CIA rehabilitation is critical if this 
country is to polish its tarnished 
international reputation.
For the past 20 years, Weiner 
covered the CIA and traveled to 
18 nations, including Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Cuba, Haiti, Sudan and 
Liberia to report fi rsthand on 
covert operations. He is also the 
author of three books, the latest 
of which, “Legacy of Ashes: The 
History of the CIA,” won the 2007 
National Book award.
In his lecture, Weiner briefl y 
tracked the evolution of the CIA 
from a small, weak organization 
founded in 1947 to an instrument 
of presidential power from the 
Vietnam era to today.
“With a few exceptions in the 
1950s, it does what the president 
tells it to do, and the president 
doesn’t take the rap for it,” Weiner 
said.
The most recent example 
of presidential abuse of CIA 
intelligence, which turned out to 
be a disastrous failure, is the Iraq 
War, Weiner said. A lethal mix of 
“secrecy, ignorance, and fear” led 
few people, including reporters, to 
question what turned out to be the 
CIA’s fundamental misjudgment 
of the Iraqi arsenal. 
Weiner said that part of the 
problem is that people view the 
CIA as a mythical, omniscient 
entity. The reality, however, is that 
intelligence is a human endeavor, 
which is prone to failure. 
But a thriving CIA is crucial for 
the survival of our country, Weiner 
said, and he has a few suggestions 
to reinvigorate it.
First, the new generation of 
intelligence offi cers, Weiner said, 
must be linguistically and culturally 
fl uent in Arabic and Chinese. The 
only way to recruit foreigners to 
spy for the U.S. abroad is to speak 
their language and understand 
their customs. From there, we will 
understand the enemy. 
Weiner also proposed the 
creation of a “national intelligence 
university” to train upcoming 
agents in espionage and foreign 
languages to better understand the 
motives of our enemies.
“We are in an intelligence 
war,” Weiner said. “If we want to 
do the best for the well-being of 
America, we must have the best 
intelligence.”
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Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin
Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist Tim Weiner discusses his latest book, “Legacy of Ashes: The History of the CIA,” 
at the Dean Stone Lecture Thursday evening in Urey Lecture Hall. Weiner’s book, a New York Times bestseller, 
details the failings of the CIA throughout its history. 
Speaker: CIA should learn enemy’s language
Lauren Russell
MONTANA KAIMIN
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As the evening sun beams off 
the water in the Currents Aquatics 
Center, one can hear the loud, 
echoing voice of team captain 
Paul Alvarez heckle, “It’s not your 
fault!”  The head of team Big Deal! 
struggles to stay afl oat on his tube 
as he defends his goal.
In a world that loves football 
and basketball, underdog athletes 
stare both glory and defeat in the 
eye once a week.  They battle in a 
game that tests wits and stamina: 
inner tube water polo. 
“The best part of this league 
is being able to hang out with a 
big group of friends and getting a 
workout that you’re not necessarily 
aware of – a mental sweat and a 
physical sweat at the same time,” 
Alvarez says.
The oddball league is put on by 
Missoula Parks and Recreation and 
was fi rst created for city lifeguards. 
A year ago Eric Seagrave and 
Scott Stires from Missoula Parks 
and Recreation wanted something 
more - a league where those who 
could handle the tides and ripples 
of the water could meet face to 
face.   They wanted to jumpstart 
the sport, which has been waiting 
to make an appearance for some 
time now.
The Aquatics Center reserves 
two hours for games on Sunday 
evenings. In that time, three 24-
minute games are played. The 
object of the game is to throw the 
ball in your opponent’s goal while 
staying afl oat on your tube. It’s like 
soccer, but with your hands, on an 
inner tube, with the possibility of 
drowning.
One of the more popular 
moves is tipping the tube of your 
opponent. Dunking the player with 
possession of the ball is also legal. 
Winning is not necessarily 
the most exciting part, but rather 
tipping your opponent that has 
possession of the ball. “It’s a great 
deal: three games, a small fee of 
around $50 per team, heckling, 
hanging out with friends and the 
hot tub,” Alvarez says.
A self-nominated MVP of 
team Big Deal! Tim San Pedro 
considers it a blast. “It is one of 
the most fun sports I have had the 
chance to participate in, win or 
loss.  Everyone is having a good 
time,” San Pedro says. “I like to 
get there early, sit in the hot tub, 
play a hard game, and get back in 
the hot tub ‘til we get kicked out.”
Wet & Wild
Kaila Johnson from the team Big Deal! tries to rocket the ball in for a score during a Sunday night inner tube water polo game at Currents Aquatics Center.
Big Deal! went 4-1 for the season and think they really could have won that one game. For a lot of players, this is their fi rst year of playing, but most had such a good 
time they will be returning.
Big Deal! takes on Banana Hammocks in inner tube water polo game
Story & Photos by Kenneth Billington
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LEFT: Tim San Pedro of Big Deal! pushes himself with the ball atop his inner tube looking to score against 
Banana Hammocks Sunday, March 16 at Currents Aquatics Center. Big Deal! was beating Banana Hammocks 
5-2 before half time.TOP: Amanda Woolley of Bannana Hammocks tries to score against Big Deal! defenders 
Kaila Johnson and Paul Alvarez. ABOVE: Paul Alvarez fi ghts for the ball during his game of inner tube water 
polo Sunday night. In inner tube water polo you fi ght for possession of the ball, and the defense can legally tip 
you off your tube if you have possession of the ball. 
Inner tube water polo takes place at Currents Aquatics Center and runs through Missoula Parks and Recreation. Paul Alvarez throws the ball towards Banana Hammocks’ goal, eventually scoring to make the game 6-3 at half 
time.
One cup of regular coffee—no 
milk, no sugar, please.  And a 
glass with a wee bit of water. 
The Octopus sits at a two-
person table in Starbucks Café 
with a coffee mug and a rather 
large glass of water in front of 
him. Surrounded by the smell of 
coffee and fresh lunch foods, he 
chews his daily banana.  
Missoula’s Octopus doesn’t 
jive with the traditional image of 
a dark, terrible creature slithering 
across the ocean fl oor on eight 
tentacles. 
The Octopus is a 60-year-old 
expert chess player with a slow, 
pensive manner of speaking.
Greg Nowak, a Missoula 
resident since 1991, is fabled to 
be the best chess player in the 
city. When he was a junior in high 
school, he played to a draw with 
chess prodigy, Bobby Fisher.
The Milwaukee, Wisc. native 
says he got the name the Octopus 
years ago because his chess-
playing technique gives the 
impression that eight tentacles are 
encompassing the board to strangle 
his opponent. It’s also because he 
can play multiple games at once.
Nowak, who was a chess 
master for 15 years, now teaches 
his moves to others. In addition 
to giving $9 lessons for two hours 
of private instruction, he sets 
up tournaments at coffee shops 
around town.  
Those looking to take on 
the Octopus can fi nd him this 
weekend. The Montana Game 
“30” Chess Championship will 
be held Saturday, April 12, at the 
Broadway Inn. 
To enter, register with Greg 
Nowak Friday evening from 6:30 
to 8:30 at Starbucks Café or at 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday at the hotel. 
Early registration is $15, and at the 
door it’s $20. Children play for $5 
less. Entries are limited to 24, and 
players are required to bring their 
own chess equipment. Prizes go to 
the top six chess players.
Kenneth Billington / Montana Kaimin
ABOVE: Greg “Octopus” Nowak, 
a high expert here in Missoula, 
ponders his next move against 
Eric Eklund on Wednesday night. 
Nowak is proudest of when he 
played 56 games at once.
RIGHT: The Octopus holds his 
favorite chess piece, the knight, 
late Wednesday night. Greg 
Nowak got his nickname, the 
Octopus, from his style of chess 
that imitates an octopus with 
eight tentacles moving in on his opponent. This Saturday, April 12, the Broadway Inn will host Montana Game 
“30” Chess Championship. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m.
8   News
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Octopus to host chess tourney
Leslie Brown
MONTANA KAIMIN
Rounds
• first round - noon
• second round - 1:30 p.m.
• third round - 3:00 p.m.
• fourth round - 4:15 p.m.
• fifth round - 5:30 p.m.
Prizes
• first place - $50
• second place - $40
• third place - $25
• fourth place - $20
• fifth place - $15
• sixth place - $10
For children, the fi rst-
place prize is $15, and 
there will be a second-
place prize if four or more 
enter the competition.
Drumsticks fl are and fi ngers fl y 
as four sets of eyes stare intently 
at the big-screen TV in Missoula’s 
couch-infested Palace Lounge. 
Lead-vocal, drum, bass and lead-
guitar parts fl ash across the screen 
in rapid succession as the four 
players try to keep up. 
They’re playing “Rock Band,” 
the latest Xbox game that is a video 
mix of “Guitar Hero” and sketchy 
bar karaoke. Each player has a 
plastic replica of an instrument in 
hand, including a full drum set and 
a realistic microphone. But this is 
more than an impromptu garage-
band practice; it’s training for the 
upcoming “Rock Band” tournament 
to be held at the Badlander.
Admittedly, a video game 
tournament may sound a little odd, 
but organizer and Golden Rose 
bartender Joe Hopkins explains.
“We started out by having a 
‘Guitar Hero’ night every Sunday 
at the Golden Rose. Then we 
started thinking: ‘Wouldn’t it be 
cool if we could have a ‘Rock 
Band’ tournament?’”
Soon after asking that question, 
news of the tournament spread 
by word-of-mouth, and Hopkins 
ended up with eight eager pseudo-
rock band applicants on his hands, 
ready to shred.
“We have some pretty great 
band names too,” Hopkins says. 
“There’s Buggery With A Badger, 
The Bloody Hatchet Wound, Chewy 
and the Light Speed Legends, and 
Ragin’ Water Buffalo.”
Besides entertaining band 
names, the game provides a range of 
popular songs, from Weezer to Bon 
Jovi, Aerosmith to David Bowie, 
and some more modern favorites 
like OK Go. The bands practice 
these and other songs every Tuesday 
and Thursday in anticipation of the 
tournament championship in three 
to four weeks. Organizers haven’t 
set a fi nal date yet, because they’re 
hoping a few more teams will 
enter. 
“It’s pretty darn addicting once 
you start playing,” says Badlander 
co-owner Scott McIntyre. “Plus 
entry is free, so why not?”
And if that’s not enough to 
get your chord fi ngers itching, 
the tournament prize is $500, and 
free drink specials are offered to 
players.
“I mean, who doesn’t want to 
win $500 playing a video game?” 
says Ragin’ Water Buffalo guitarist 
Sumurti Patel.
Anyone who hangs out in the 
proverbial parents’ basement of the 
Palace long enough can hear stories 
of fake rock excess, inter-band 
drama, and the inevitable infl ated 
egos.
“We defi nitely have a few people 
who are developing the rock star 
mentality,” Hopkins says. “They’ll 
defi nitely put on a good show.”
The game itself becomes a show 
as players bungle notes or fall behind 
and have to get bailed out by their 
band mates. The players who are 
really struggling get kicked out of 
the song, but a feature in the video 
game allows other players who are 
doing well to resurrect their failed 
buddies. Cursing and headshaking 
abound as onlookers watch the 
drama unfold. The organizers of 
the tournament are also banking on 
a nominal crowd interest to keep 
the rock atmosphere authentic.
“People will cruise in to play 
pool and they end up staying for 
half an hour,” Hopkins says. “It’s 
kind of engrossing.”
Organizers are still accepting 
entries for the fi nal show at the 
Badlander. Signups are available 
at the Palace, Golden Rose, and 
Badlander, with band rehearsals 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 
6 to 9 p.m.
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‘Rock Band’ fans fl ock to the Palace for contest
Yonder Mountain returns to Missoula for 10th anniversary show
Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN
Megan McLean
FOR THE KAIMIN
Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin
Maggie Braun and Kate Oliver, competing as Buggery With A Badger, practice with Joe Hopkins. The “Rock Band” tournament, hosted by Hopkins, happens every 
Tuesday and Thursday at the Palace. The fi nals will be in three to four weeks.
April showers aren’t the only 
thing in store for musician Jeff 
Austin and his fellow band mates 
this month. The artists mark 
their 10th anniversary as the 
collaborative minds behind the 
unique Yonder Mountain String 
Band with a stop at the Wilma 
Theatre tonight en route to other 
acoustic hotspots.
“We’re looking forward 
to coming back,” Austin said. 
“Montana fed us a lot of inspiration 
in the early days.”
After expressing his gratitude 
for Montana’s role in the band’s 
initial success, Austin sounded 
eager to be returning to Missoula 
and the bluegrass energy within.
“We try to make it out there 
every year,” he said. “Missoula 
has a great vibe.”
The four musicians behind 
Yonder Mountain have beamed 
independence since they emerged 
from their own label, Frog Pad 
Records, in 1998, and continue to 
amaze music lovers nationwide 
with a fl ourishing grassroots 
network.
Although Yonder Mountain 
has primarily steered clear of 
mainstream promotion and 
commercial pathways, the band has 
become one of the most successful 
bluegrass bands in the country.   
University student and Colorado 
native Rachel Shearer recently 
became engrossed in the band’s 
street teaming process “Kinfolk,” 
which establishes community 
interest.
“It’s a great way to get 
involved,” Shearer said. “Yonder 
has an impressive fan base for a 
bluegrass band. It’s still growing.”
“Kinfolk” is a wide community 
network that uses volunteers to 
help promote upcoming shows and 
album releases, Shearer explained. 
Each region has a main coordinator 
that orchestrates the community 
involvement in a specifi c city. 
The e-mail based arrangement 
allows for rapid “word-of-mouth” 
progression.
“I get into the shows for free,” 
Shearer said. “It’s basically like 
getting paid.” 
A fi rst-time headlining 
performance at Red Rocks 
Amphitheatre near Denver, 
Colo., last year was living proof 
of Yonder Mountain’s success as 
they played a sold-out show for a 
crowd of 10,000.
“It really says something about 
a band’s talent when their fans 
follow them all over the country,” 
Shearer said. “It becomes a 
lifestyle.”
Austin said he observed such 
loyalty at his fi rst Grateful Dead 
show when he was in sixth grade, 
and gained an appreciation for 
those performances that soon 
became legendary.
“Dead started the whole 
movement,” Shearer said. “Their 
fans followed them everywhere, 
and it just took off after that.”
While the “Godfathers” of 
improvisation may have started 
a musical revolution, Austin 
found the masters of eclectic style 
variation in the members of funk-
band Phish.
“They were the fi rst band I saw 
that could sound like bluegrass in 
one song and metal in the next.”
Celebrated for their live shows 
and jam sessions, members of 
Yonder Mountain have integrated 
such eclectic skills into their 
own harmonic beats, generating 
profound energy and poignant 
lyrics. The band’s fi fth volume, 
the two-disc Mountain Tracks, 
is composed of handpicked live 
shows stretching from 2004 to 
2007.
“Jeff Austin has a great voice,” 
Shearer said. “It’s unique in 
comparison to other bluegrass 
artists.”
Turning to Bob Dylan’s classic 
mood for further inspiration, as 
well as the Beatles’ harmonious 
vocals, Austin has become a well-
rounded musical artist.
His journey started over a 
decade ago after discovering 
the mandolin, and he fought to 
master its technique shortly before 
meeting fellow Illinois native and 
current Yonder Mountain member 
Dave Johnston.
After jokingly referring to 
himself as the “mack daddy” 
behind the band’s operation, 
Austin emphasized the group’s 
efforts as collaborative, rather 
than the masterminding of a sole 
conspirator. He did, however, 
admit that subtle manipulation 
was involved when reuniting with 
Johnston.
“I did some scheming and 
plotting along the way,” Austin 
said. “I convinced Dave to check 
out Nederland for a while.  He’s 
been visiting for 10 years now.”
Austin settled on the 
mountainous outskirts of Boulder 
after realizing that the Midwest 
was no place for a struggling 
musician.
“Colorado was willing to 
experiment with acoustic-based 
music,” Austin said. “It was 
great.”
Having attended several Yonder 
Mountain shows over the past fi ve 
years, including the band’s annual 
New Year’s Eve appearance at 
Denver’s Fillmore Auditorium, 
Shearer said there is something 
unique about Colorado’s music 
industry that lures artists from 
various walks of life.
Shearer, who grew up in the 
Littleton area, said Nederland, 
Colo., has primarily transformed 
into a musician’s dreamland, 
especially for bluegrass artists. 
The town is a small community of 
about 2,000 residents.
With each performance, the 
Colorado transplants of Yonder 
Mountain String Band bring 
unique qualities to the table, 
illustrating a machine of working 
talent in the group’s smooth vocals, 
improvisation, and raw beats. 
April’s anniversary tour will allow 
Yonder Mountain enthusiasts to 
capture a 10-year transformation 
from amateurs of an experimental 
genre into the icons of new-age 
bluegrass.
“It’s really something,” Austin 
said. “When an audience is willing 
to participate in the listening 
exercise that is a concert.”
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UC hosts Swing Into Spring
Steve Miller
MONTANA KAIMIN
Melissa Weaver
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Bozeman-based band the 
Clintons recently wrote a love song 
to Hillary Clinton. But that was 
only the beginning. CNN found 
the video and aired it. Then Fox 
News got wind of the ballad and 
invited lead singer John McLellan 
onscreen for an interview. Here is 
the band’s own explanation of the 
song to end all love songs, told by 
bassist A.J. Miller.
Kaimin Arts: How did you guys 
decide to write a love song to 
Hillary? 
A.J. Miller: Ever since our 
band started, there has always been 
someone cracking jokes about our 
name, saying stuff like, “Oh, I bet 
you love your interns,” and “Hey, 
where’s Monica?” So we thought 
it was a good opportunity to make 
light of our name and just have 
some fun with it by making a little 
joke-y love song we could share 
with people. We just thought, 
“Why the hell not?” 
KA: When did you write the 
song?
AJM: Probably two months 
ago. We called John (McLellan) 
and told him to write a song about 
Hillary Clinton. That was on a 
Wednesday. By Thursday, Levi 
(Kujala, the drummer) played it 
for me. It was already done and 
recorded and everything. That 
Saturday, we were in Great Falls 
for a show, and we just went 
outside to make a video to it. It 
was absolutely freezing out, it was 
so cold.
KA: Ya, I noticed you were 
playing guitar outside. How is 
that even possible? Weren’t your 
fingers completely frozen?
AJM: John, who was playing 
guitar, had to come into our RV 
like every 20 seconds to get some 
feeling back in his hands, because 
the wind was blowing too. We did 
a few takes with him just playing 
guitar, and luckily he did a good 
enough job being animated and 
kind of cheesy enough so that all 
the takes worked out well. 
KA: How did you come up with 
the music video idea?
AJM: This is the first election, 
really, of the YouTube generation 
... We’re kind of known for being 
dorks like that and not taking 
ourselves too seriously. We just 
thought that there aren’t that many 
music videos up on YouTube or 
songs in general about a bunch of 
lovesick guys waiting for Hillary 
Clinton to call them. We just 
thought, “Why the hell not?” It 
would be socially relevant, and it 
seemed like a good time, so we did 
it, we posted it, and that is all there 
is to it, really. 
KA: Does Hillary know about 
her song? Gotten any special 
phone calls yet?
AJM: Maybe she has heard it, 
and that would be nice, I suppose, 
but we haven’t heard from anybody 
close to her who has said that she 
has indeed heard it. 
KA: Does that hurt your 
feelings? Do you want her to call 
you and tell you how much she 
loves you back?
AJM: I would like her to return 
my phone calls, because Lord 
knows I call her about three times 
every day. (laughs) I keep getting 
a “She’ll call back when she isn’t 
busy,” but, you know, my phone 
isn’t ringing. 
KA: She’s busy, I’m sure, she has 
the whole campaign thing going 
on. I’m sure it’s not personal.
AJM: Ya, you would think 
so, but I don’t know (trails off). 
We’re just having fun with this 
whole thing. It’s kind of funny, 
looking at some of the comments 
on YouTube. Some people really 
don’t get the joke, I think. There 
was one comment ... that said, “I 
think this hurts Hillary’s campaign 
more than it helps it, it just shows 
that sexism is still rampant in 
America,” or whatever. That 
kind of stuff makes me laugh. 
Just the fact that some people are 
completely missing our point and 
misinterpreting it, or think that we 
have some type of political agenda. 
I think that’s kind of humorous. 
KA: How did CNN and Fox find 
it? Did they just call one day and 
say, “Hi, we’re going to put you on 
national news?”
AJM: Once you post something 
on YouTube, it’s public domain. 
None of us knew it was going to be 
on CNN. The day it aired, we all 
received a bunch of text messages 
and phone calls from friends of 
ours who had fortuitously come 
upon the segment while they 
were watching CNN. Then the 
Missoulian wrote an article on us, 
and AP got a hold of it, and it got 
put on foxnews.com. We got a 
call on Sunday morning from Fox 
News saying they wanted to do an 
interview, and they put John on 
live TV on Sunday (April 6).
KA: So do you feel famous?
AJM: It’s a little bit of a boost 
to the ego, that’s for sure, but it’s 
not like we’re seeing it as our big 
break or anything like that ... We’re 
glad people like it. We’ll just see 
what happens from here. 
KA: If you got wildly famous 
tomorrow, what is the first thing 
you would buy?
AJM: I would pay off my 
student loans, for one, and then 
I would buy a replica of the 
Batmobile that was on the TV 
show. I probably wouldn’t drive 
it, ever, but it would just be kind 
of cool to have. Wait, no, scratch 
that. I’d get a DeLorean. 
KA: Yes!
AJM: With a flux capacitor and 
everything. 
KA: That’s the key; you can’t 
have a DeLorean without a flux 
capacitor. 
AJM: You can’t travel through 
time without a flux capacitor. That 
would kind of defeat the purpose 
of getting a DeLorean in the first 
place. Without a flux capacitor, 
it’s worthless. 
KA: Glad we’re on the same 
page. 
AJM: I’m glad we are too. 
(laughs)
KA: Were you in Missoula when 
Hillary was here?
AJM: No. 
KA: Are you rooting for her?
AJM: Each of us kind of has 
our own political opinions. We 
don’t want to make our political 
opinions known because it might 
divide our fans. Montana is a 
small enough market that I could 
very well picture some people 
being divided by whatever our 
political opinions are. Since we’re 
musicians, not politicians, we’re 
trying to stay away from making 
any kind of political statements. 
See the video for 
yourself at youtube.com/
watch?v=LXRvfQXt9YM or at 
www.clintonsband.com.
Q & AThe ClintonsLast November, Elissa Looney 
and Holly Weber endured the cold 
while driving a horse and carriage 
around the Oval for two hours to 
promote Fall Into Finals – a night 
of dancing and country music just 
before the semester’s most taxing 
week.
This afternoon, they will once 
again ride in circles to spur interest 
in a similar foot-stomping hoedown: 
the Swing Into Spring dance (with 
the tagline “Kiss Winter Farewell 
and Give the Dance Floor Hell”) 
kicks off tomorrow evening. The 
dance will offer an hour of swing 
dance lessons in the University 
Center Ballroom, followed by the 
music of local group Stomping 
Ground.
Looney and Weber wanted to 
provide an event that would not 
only draw University of Montana 
students, but the Missoula 
community as well.
“There aren’t that many places 
to go, even if you’re 21,” Looney 
said of the lack of dance-oriented 
establishments in Missoula. Looney 
works with the UM Center for 
Leadership Development.
Weber, the student coordinator 
for the UC Theater, added that the 
ages at last year’s Fall into Finals 
ranged from 18 to 60. She expects 
even more of a draw from the 
general public this year.
Shane Clouse, lead vocalist 
and rhythm guitarist for Stomping 
Ground, said the event offers those 
who “don’t necessarily want to be 
in a smoky bar” with a night of 
Western music and swing dance.
Clouse claimed that people often 
label the band “country,” but he 
believes they have a much broader 
appeal. During their sets, the band 
plays a mixture of original songs and 
cover tunes ranging from Michael 
Jackson’s “Billie Jean” to a hybrid 
of Soundgarden’s and Johnny 
Cash’s version of “Rusty Cage.”
“We’re not just a bunch of shells 
with instruments up there,” Clouse 
said.
“I really hope to open more 
people on campus to Shane,” Weber 
said. “I’m constantly impressed 
with how much of a performer at 
heart he is.”
Weber said with tickets priced at 
$3, she isn’t concerned with a huge 
profit. 
“I’m happy if we have 600 
people there and we make $1000 for 
the event,” she said.
Clouse echoed this sentiment, 
saying that he would even love it “if 
at every venue we played with no 
cover charge.”
The dance begins tomorrow at 7 
p.m. with an hour of swing lessons 
from local instructor Martha Jane 
Newby. Stomping Ground will take 
the stage from 8 p.m. to midnight.
Tickets are available at the door 
or at the Source in the UC. Weber 
and Looney will pass out candy bars 
on the Oval from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Five of the candy bars will include 
free tickets.
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Side
lines
In 1947, Jackie Robinson 
became the fi rst black player in 
Major League Baseball.
Home games 
this week
SPORTS BRIEFs
Saturday, April 12 –  Grizzly 
Triathalon, 8 a.m.
Saturday, April 12– 
Women’s Tennis vs. Eastern 
Washington, 10 a.m.
Sunday, April  13 – 
Women’s Tennis vs. Montana 
State, 10 a.m.
Griz golf: The University of 
Montana fi nished second behind 
Northern Arizona at the Big Sky 
Preview today in Phoenix. The 
Griz were just one stroke shy of 
fi rst place, fi nishing the 18-hole 
tournament with a 315. NAU’s 
Ali Carter was the individual 
winner with a 75. 
Griz football: The University 
of Montana football team will 
be playing at the Polson Athletic 
Complex (Polson High School) 
Saturday, in a scrimmage as a 
fi nale to spring drills. Tickets to 
the scrimmage are $5 for adults 
and $3 for kids. Kickoff is slated 
for 1 p.m. Montana’s season 
opens at Cal Poly on Sept. 6. 
The Mustangs were 7-4 last 
year and return 20 starters. This 
weekend marks the third time in 
six years that the Grizzlies have 
played a scrimmage in Polson. 
The last time the action was 
there was 2003 and 2005. 
Tampa Bay – 7
Seattle – 0
Cincinnati – 4
Milwaukee – 1
Cubs – 7
Pittsburgh – 3
Florida – 4
Washington – 3
Boston – 12
Detroit – 6
Oakland – 3
Toronto – 2 (12 innings)
Texas – 3
Baltimore – 1
NY Mets – 4
Philadelphia – 3
NY Yankees – 6
Kansas City - 1
TODAY IN SPORTS 
HISTORY
MLB 
SCOREBOARD
With sights set on berths in 
the postseason, the University 
of Montana men’s and women’s 
tennis teams will look to improve 
their Big Sky Conference standings 
in matchups this weekend. 
The top six teams, for both the 
men and women, earn tickets to 
the conference playoffs, which 
start later this month.
The sixth-place men (5-5, 1-
2 BSC) will play at Weber State 
on Friday and at Idaho State on 
Saturday.
The Wildcats are 2-1 in the Big 
Sky and last weekend defeated 
a Montana State club that had 
previously handled the Griz. 
“Weber State’s awfully tough,” 
coach Kris Nord said. “They’re 
looking like they could fi nish in 
the top third of the conference.” 
Nord called Weber the most 
improved team in the conference 
this season.
In Idaho State, the Griz will 
face a less imposing adversary. 
The Bengals are 1-12 this season 
and 1-4 in the Big Sky. 
With just two weekends of 
competition remaining for both the 
men and women, it’s crunch time 
for the playoff hopefuls. 
“I think the guys realize that,” 
Nord said. “We’ve got to play real 
smart to see what happens later in 
the season.” 
The ladies (5-10, 2-2), who 
stand in fi fth in the conference, 
will have the benefi t of playing at 
home for the third time this spring. 
They hope to use the tilts Saturday 
against third-place Eastern 
Washington (8-9, 4-3) and Sunday 
against fourth-place Montana 
State (6-4, 2-2) as momentum to 
secure a postseason berth, coach 
Jen Anderson said. 
“They’re just excited to start 
playing well and fi nish the season 
strong,” she said. “They have that 
attitude where they’re ready to 
win, and they want to win. And 
they think they can do it, and I 
think they can do it.” 
The fi nal homestand of the 
season for the Griz will also be the 
fi nal opportunity for senior Mari 
Castello to perform in front of a 
hometown crowd. 
The senior from Belleville, Ill., 
has amassed 45 career singles wins 
and has played largely at the No. 2 
singles slot for the team. 
Castello joined the team as a 
freshman in 2005, the same year 
Anderson started coaching.
“She’s defi nitely grown as a 
player and as a person on and off 
the court,” Anderson said. “So it’s 
been nice to see her go through the 
stages of tennis and school.”
Matches start at the Lindsay 
Tennis Center on campus at 10 a.m. 
Saturday and 11 a.m. Sunday. 
Anderson said she hopes the 
team can turn in a strong April, 
like in the past couple of years. 
“The girls know it that April is 
our month,” she said. “For some 
reason we always play better in 
April. The beginning of the season 
is a little tougher for us, but at the 
end of the season they seem to step 
it up.”
Bill Oram
MONTANA KAIMIN
Tennis team hopes to improve standing
Track team competes in second half of Pelluer Invitational
The University of Montana 
track and fi eld teams begin the 
second portion of the Pelluer 
Invitational Friday at Woodward 
Field in Cheney, Wash.   
The two-day meet began 
Thursday with the men’s decathlon 
and women’s heptathlon. 
Competing for the Grizzlies 
in the decathlon were sophomore 
Chris Hicks and freshmen Clark 
Cranford and Christian Segota. 
Senior Baily Cox, junior Amber 
Aikins and sophomore Megan 
Betz competed in the women’s 
heptathlon.  
After the fi rst day of competition, 
Segota was fi rst overall in the 
decathlon. On the women’s side 
Cox was third, Betz was fi fth and 
Aikins was sixth. 
“I ran my fi rst 400, and I ended 
up getting fi rst place,” Cox said. “I 
also was fi rst in the 100, overall it 
was a pretty solid day.”
Betz said it was exciting to see 
her and her teammates so close 
together in the standings.  
“We really pushed ourselves 
today,” Betz said. “We are on 
track to qualify, plus tomorrow 
should be an even stronger day for 
Baily.”
The decathlon and heptathlon 
wrap up this morning at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.
The regular portion of the meet 
starts at 1 p.m. The running events 
begin at 5 p.m. 
Head coach Tom Raunig said 
the team is looking to build on 
its impressive showing at last 
weekend’s Al Manuel Invitational, 
where Montana posted 20 Big 
Sky conference qualifi ers and 16 
individual winners.
“We would like to get some 
more conference meet qualifi ers,” 
Raunig said. “There will be some 
individuals from Washington 
State and Idaho that will push us. 
Certain events there will be as 
good as competition as you can 
fi nd while some other events are a 
little thin.”
Five Division I schools are 
competing at the invitational: 
Montana, Eastern Washington, 
Washington State and Gonzaga, 
plus Seattle University, Lewis-
Clark State and Whitworth.  Dual-
meet scoring will be kept between 
Montana, Eastern Washington and 
Gonzaga.
Senior distance runner Duncan 
Hendrick said this weekend 
provides another opportunity to 
get out and compete against some 
formidable opponents.
“It is a chance for us to improve, 
compete with some other teams 
and build confi dence,” he said. “A 
lot of these schools, even those 
smaller schools, have people that 
will push us.” 
Freshman distance runner 
Kesslee Payne said the individual 
competition will force Montana to 
compete at its highest.
“(This meet) is more based on 
the competition than the schools,” 
Payne said. “When you can 
compete against individuals at 
higher levels it will help to develop 
you further.”
Payne also said this weekend 
is a great opportunity to come 
together as a team.
“I think we did fairly well (last 
week). Obviously, improvements 
can be made as individuals, but if 
we can bring our times down even 
more and take more places off the 
board it will make us stronger as a 
team,” she said. 
Raunig said although his team 
is doing well, it is still too early to 
gauge just how good they could 
be. 
“The team looks strong, but 
we are still resting some people,” 
he said. “We can do better as an 
overall team if we can just get 
everybody out there doing all their 
events.”
Good returns
Jake Grilley
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Freshman David Cysneiros returns a ball in practice Wednesday afternoon at the Lindsay Tennis Center.  This weekend the mens tennis teams will be playing at Weber State Friday afternoon and at Idaho State on Saturday.  The 
women will host Eastern Washington Saturday morning.
  News
Montana Kaimin            Friday, April 11, 2008
12
model,” Duringer said. “Things 
have changed now, and we may 
be in a philosophical payback 
model.”
Jordan Hess, the chair of the 
sustainable campus committee, said 
if this is really about the argument 
against global warming, then UM 
should focus on carbon emissions 
as a whole, not just energy use.
“About a little less than a third 
of our greenhouse gas emissions 
come from energy,” Hess said. “If 
it is a philosophical argument it 
should be expanded to include all 
carbon emissions.”
The governor’s intention is to 
tackle climate change while saving 
little cash, said Sarah Elliott, Gov. 
Schweitzer’s communications 
director.
“(It’s) a little of both — we can 
save the taxpayer money while 
reducing climate change,” Elliot 
said.
Elliot also said the governor 
expects that all state agencies would 
be able to comply with the initiative 
by 2010, but the university is not 
bound, only encouraged to make it 
happen. Schweitzer has encouraged 
not only Montana universities, but 
also all schools and businesses to 
make the reductions.
It has yet to be decided what 
actual measures will be taken to 
reduce the energy consumption 
here at UM, but many proposals 
are in the works.  Proposals range 
from the simple, like turning down 
the thermostats in all buildings and 
installing motion sensor lights, to 
huge projects like upgrading the 
heating and cooling systems on 
campus.
Some of these could have a 
huge impact at little cost, but 
some may cost a fortune. Turning 
down the heat in winter and the air 
conditioning during summer, along 
with a “turn off the light campaign,” 
would not cost anything, but could 
reduce campus-wide energy 
consumption by an estimated 1.87 
percent, according to documents 
provided by Duringer’s offi ce.
Upgrading the heating and 
cooling systems would also reduce 
consumption by an estimated 
1.87 percent. But it would cost an 
estimated $25 million.
Other actions are more common 
sense and won’t bring about 
much change. In the summer, 
“instead of having one class in 
20 buildings, we have 20 classes 
in one building,” Duringer said. 
This could drastically reduce air 
conditioner use. 
Duringer has been working 
with several campus committees, 
including the sustainable campus 
committee, to iron out which 
actions are more feasible than 
others. Older draft proposals show 
some drastic measures, which 
have already been taken off the 
table. These include ideas such 
as switching summer and winter 
breaks to reduce the heat bill, or 
switching to a four-day-a-week 
class schedule.
Both Hess and ASUM President 
Dustin Leftridge feel Duringer 
is doing what he can to involve 
the campus community in these 
decisions. But as Hess pointed out, 
all these decisions are ultimately 
his and do not require the approval 
of any campus committees.
“Before I could really advocate 
for this, Duringer had come 
out with a preliminary report,” 
Leftridge said. Leftridge is also a 
member of the sustainable campus 
committee.
Leftridge wants to see the newly 
created permanent position of 
ASUM sustainability coordinator 
to be deeply involved in the effort 
to reduce energy consumption, as 
the issues of energy and carbon 
emissions are intertwined.
“A lot of things we are doing for 
sustainability on campus overlap,” 
Leftridge said.
Hess said at this point it is just 
good to see the administration 
taking such a keen interest in 
sustainability issues.
“From my time on the 
sustainable committee I have really 
seen a shift in the mindset of the 
administration,” he said.
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relates to the wolves on a very 
deep level.”
Newman thinks this may be 
because she, like the wolves, is an 
extremely social creature.
“The weird thing is, I’m a bear 
girl,” she said. “I have a bear tattoo 
on my back. I wish I was solitary, 
like the bear, but the wolf is really 
my social animal.” 
Newman plans on getting a wolf 
tattooed on her other shoulder. For 
now, she’s focusing on connecting 
even more with the wolves and 
their mysterious home.
“Wolfkeep is actually an old 
Native American vision-quest site, 
so literally time stops, or just slows 
down,” Newman said. “You can 
go up there for hours, but it feels 
like 20 minutes.”
Newman, along with Bock, 
Kerr, McKusick and others, hopes 
to build awareness about wolves 
and their increasingly threatened 
existence.
“I just feel that people view 
wolves as carnivorous ‘cattle 
killers’ when they’re only trying 
to feed their pups,” Newman said. 
“We’re destroying their habitat by 
fencing it all in and putting one of 
their food sources in it. What are 
they supposed to do?”
Newman plans to continue 
working with the wolves and 
building social awareness about 
the animals for the rest of her life. 
Her aim is to not only increase 
understanding of the wolf within 
herself but in others as well.
“I just want to be there for 
them,” Newman said. “They
give back as much as I give 
them, and I want to be sure 
they’re taken care of.” 
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